
[image: ]
NORTH BONNEVILLE CITY COUNCIL
Special Meeting 
Monday July 14, 2014
Minutes

Meeting Call to Order: 	7:03 PM

Roll Call
Present: Mayor Pro Tempore Mike Baker – Councilors: Craig Forster, Charles Pace, 
Bob Bianchi and Michael Hamilton 

Absent: Mayor Stevens was absent due to business demands

Staff Present: Steve Hasson    

Guests Present
None 
Agenda Changes and Additions
None 
Public Hearings
Ordinance 1041 - this ordinance amends a provision of Ordinance 1028, which relates to the 
North Bonneville Public Development Authority [NBPDA]. Specifically, it modifies the NBPDA 
definition of Quorum and corrects a scrivener’s error   

Diane Hamilton commented on the proposed changes stating that the PDA board 
composition ought to remain at five, or better yet, increased to seven because a larger 
membership provides a better balance of perspectives, decision making and 
accountability.  Mrs. Hamilton suggested that there was a need for a larger board 
composition and given the fact a member of John Spencer’s family was contributing to the PDA.   

Mayor Pro Tempore Mike Baker qualified that the money that John’s mother was providing to 
the PDA was a loan in the form a business transaction and hardly a means to influence board 
outcomes.  

Julie Sabo also commented, stating this action was deceptive and noting the PDA could not 
retain a quorum as evidenced by the fact the board membership dropped down to two 
members at one point.    

John Spencer noted there was a scrivener’s error in the language of Ordinance 1028 
that posed a liability if not corrected. He said that it was important for the Council to provide the 
PDA board membership flexibility by modifying the quorum provisions and membership 
requirements to assure PDA’s business decisions could be made timely. He observed that in 
addition to the suggested corrections that Ordinance 1028 Charter appendix would need to be 
amended to make it agree with this proposed quorum alteration.    

Public hearing was closed.   

Consent Agenda
Nothing  
Guest Presentation           
None 
Public Comment
None  
Council Member Comments
Councilor Forster said he was concerned about the comingling of the scrivener’s error and the quorum modification and noting he does not support a decrease in the number of board members. 
Councilor Bianchi concurred with Councilor Forster’s comments and noted he joined the Council so it could have a quorum. 
Councilor Pace said the change in number of Board members was intended to assist the PDA accommodate the Washington State Liquor Control Board [WSLCB] licensing process. And addressing the scrivener error was a valid action because the language needing remedy, in that, it ran contrary to other sections of Ordinance 1028. He said he was receptive to a board comprised of either 3 or 5 members. He noted, If Council were to take action on this item it would also need to change the charter portion of that Ordinance, which speaks to number of Board members. As a separate matter, he encouraged staff to look at the specific language of I502 – the portion stating: the WSLCB will adopt rules and regulations that make the sale of marijuana on par with the sale of alcohol. More to the point: has the approval of a liquor license required a City Council to submit to a background check?         
Councilor Hamilton expressed concern about an action he believed would concentrate more power with fewer individuals and possibly create dictatorial type outcomes.     
Administrator’s Report
Steve advised the Council he had copies of the Minutes from the last meeting [July 8th]  reflecting the changes requested if anyone wished a copy. He also advised  that he had called the Washington State Department of Revenue to find out if the City’s efforts to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding [MOU] with the Department of Corrections for City hall space would trigger a need to pay leasehold excise tax and the answer was no.  

Attorney’s Report
None 
Unfinished Business
None 
New Business
Councilor Pace requested the order of new business be reversed whereby Council attends to the appointments first. Council concurred in this action.  

Councilor Pace queried: did the Mayor, who was not present, submit the two names for Council approval? Steve noted that Councilor Baker was serving as the Mayor this evening and it was his discretion to move these names forward for Council consideration. 

Councilor Pace moved to appoint Judy Whitcomb and Jeremy  Bechtel to the NBPDA and seconded by Councilor Bianchi.  

Mayor Pro Tempore Baker said there was no need to designate an alternate member to the NBPDA at this time. 

Yes Councilors Pace, Forster and Baker       
No    
Abstain Councilor’s Bianchi and Hamilton           
Passed 3-0-2
    

Approval of Ordinance 1041
Councilor Pace moved to amend the ordinance 1041 language whereby any reference to a change in the number of board members or what constitutes a quorum be stricken with the idea these changes could be made later and seconded by Councilor Bianchi.   

Councilor Pace asked John Spencer and Tim Dudley if they could live with this alteration now that the Board has full membership because the Council confirmed two new members. 

Mr. Dudley said that not following through with the modification posed jeopardy on two accounts. First, should the PDA not have five members anytime during the liquor control board’s evaluation process - that deficiency could delay the permit application by up to six months. Second, if the PDA Board does not have a quorum it cannot conduct business and noting the PDA will need to make fairly instant decisions ongoing and that ability is impeded if there are insufficient Board members available for that purpose.      

John Spencer said the only item that really needs attention this evening is the scrivener’s error.  

Motion on the amendment 

Yes Councilors Pace, Forster, Bianchi, Baker and Hamilton              
No    
Abstain           
Passed 5-0-0

Motion on the Ordinance as amended 

Yes Councilors Pace, Forster, Bianchi, Baker and Hamilton              
No    
Abstain           
Passed 5-0-0

Closing Public Comments
None 
Closing Council Comments 
Councilor Pace thanked Diane Hamilton and Julie Sabo for their attendance and comments 
Councilor Bianchi inquired whether the PDA had considered alternates as a means to minimize impacts resulting from loss of a Board member. 

Adjournment
Councilor Pace moved to adjourn and seconded by Councilor Bianchi 
Yes Councilors Baker, Bianchi, Forster, Pace and Hamilton    
No   
Abstain            
Passed 5-0-0

Adjourned approximately 7.48 PM

_______________________
Mayor


______________________
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