NORTH BONNEVILLE

CITY COUNCIL
Mayor JB Tennison Councilmember #3 VACANT
Councilmember Emily Sabo Councilmember Jeff Blakeley
Councilmember Mary Helms Councilmember Ted Salka

City Council Meeting Agenda
June 9, 2026
7:00 p.m.
A. Meeting Call to Order 7:00
This meeting will be held both in-person and using a video conferencing system. Click the
following link to join the meeting online:
Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 253 570 667 557 24

Passcode: Hy6Ht3Ra

B. RollCall
C. Pledge of Allegiance
D. Agenda Changes and Additions

Councilor Helms asked if the Council could postpone any items in the interest of saving time. Chief
Administrative Officer (CAQO) Taylor Chambers noted that there were two discussion items that the
Council could choose to continue to a later date. Councilor Helms asked if Council would be
willing to push the discussion regarding sign permits. Councilor Blakeley asked if Councilor Helms
would consider pushing the first half voucher review discussion to a later date instead of the sign
permits.

On motion by Councilor Sabo, seconded by Councilor Helms, which motion duly carried on a 4-0
vote, it was ordered that the sign permit discussion be tabled to a later meeting.

E. Public Hearings

1. Critical Areas Ordinance Draft Amendment Periodic Review
Planner Paul Dennis of Jackson Civil Engineering spoke about the Critical Areas Ordinance and
outlined the comments provided by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and the
Washington Department of Ecology. He explained that the comments were only recommendations
and the Council could determine the direction it wanted to go in. He explained that the Council was
not adopting the Critical Areas Ordinance during the meeting as it still needed to be sent to the
State for comments. He noted that there could be significant cost for property owners trying to
build in Critical Areas.

Councilor Helms asked if the Critical Areas Ordinance would affect current homeowners to which
Planner Dennis responded no, it would only affect future development.

Councilor Blakeley asked if the Ordinance would affect current homeowners if they wanted to add
to their property if it was within a Critical Area. Planner Dennis responded that there could be
reasonable language for exemptions to small projects, but if a homeowner wanted to carry out a
multi-step project, it would be affected by the Ordinance.



Councilor Blakeley pointed out that there was discussion in the Ordinance that prohibited lawns if
they did not coincide with the animals that lived in the area. Planner Dennis noted that if someone
lived in a Category One or Two wetland, a lawn would not grow anyways because it would be
drowned by all the water.

Councilor Blakeley asked about Fish and Wildlife’s recommendation that the City adopt a policy
list by reference as amended, meaning that when Fish and Wildlife updated their list, the City’s list
would automatically be changed. Planner Dennis responded that was a common practice. He
explained that the Ordinance did not stop building, it just required developers to identify any
Critical Areas present on the property. He explained that the City should try to incorporate best
science language to ensure clarity.

Mayor Tennison asked if there was a deadline to submit the Critical Areas Ordinance to the State.
Planner Dennis responded that the Council should vote to submit the Ordinance to the State with
the intent to pass, even if it was in review, to allow the Ordinance to move along and ensure the City
stayed compliant with its grant.

On motion by Councilor Blakeley, seconded by Councilor Sabo, which motion carried on a 4-0
vote, Jackson Civil Engineering was authorized to submit the Critical Areas Ordinance to the State
with intent to submit to allow the receipt of further comments.

F. Special Presentation
1. Presentation from Fort Vancouver Regional Library Branch Manager David Wyatt.
Fort Vancouver Regional Library (FVRL) Branch Manager David Wyatt provided a presentation to the
Council with information about the services provided to the community by the FVRL.

Councilor Sabo asked if the FVRL Board had approved the new board member to represent
Skamania County to which Mr. Wyatt responded no because the board was still waiting on
approval from Clark County.

Councilor Blakeley asked what the City could do to motivate FVRL leadership to send more
resources to the North Bonneville Library branch. Mr. Wyatt responded that advertisement and
outreach opportunities would make a difference.

Mayor Tennison mentioned the City’s upcoming Gorge Days festival and asked if the FVRL planned
to attend. Mr. Wyatt mentioned that he was working with Fire Chief Kalista Hamilton to coordinate
bringing the Book Mobile to the event.

G. Consent Agenda
1. Approval of the May 26" minutes.
2. Approval of the June first half vouchers.

On motion by Councilor Sabo, seconded by Councilor Helms, which motion duly carried on a 4-
0 vote, it was ordered that the May 26" Meeting minutes, and the June first half vouchers in the
amount of $44,465.10 be approved.



H. Opening Public Comment
This is the time to comment on any matter falling within the purview of the North Bonneuville
City Council. Please note, the City Council cannot take action on any item which does not
appear on the agenda. RCW 42.17A.555 prohibits public officials and employees from using
or authorizing the use of city facilities for the purpose of supporting or opposing any
campaign or ballot proposition. The City therefore respectfully reiterates that public
commenters are not authorized to make reference to such matters.

On Monday, June 8, 2026, staff received written public comment from Mark and Susan Farrell and
emailed public comment from Mitch Patton. Both comments were forwarded to the Council and
placed on the City’s website under Supplemental Materials for tonight’s meeting.

Kalista Hamilton stated that people used the Library’s internet regularly. She opined that the library
needed to be open for more hours to better serve the community.

I. Councilmember Comments

Councilor Helms apologized to Mayor Tennison for an early morning text message she sent him
regarding people camping in the City.

Councilor Salka had nothing to add.

Councilor Sabo mentioned that there had been problems with political signs being stolen or
vandalized. She declared that it was not funny and asked people to be respectful of people and
their property.

Councilor Blakeley asked if the City had addressed the mailed-in comment from the Farrell’s and
remarked that the blackberries were growing out into the road in the area. CAO Chambers informed
him that staff was working on it, but was short staffed. Councilor Blakeley expressed concerns
about dwindling road striping. Mayor Tennison responded that staff was working on it but had
broken equipment.

J. Sheriff’s Report

Skamania County Sheriff Summer Scheyer remarked that there were no remarkable calls of late in
North Bonneville. She spoke about the FVRL presentation and mentioned that Mr. Wyatt played an
integralrole in bringing Search and Rescue events to the library. She stated that she interviewed for
the Emergency Manager position and had three promising candidates. She announced that she put
an offer on a 2010 freightliner that would be used as a mobile command unit.

K. Mayor’s Report

Mayor Tennison thanked CAO Chambers for her hard work noting that they were working together
on some big projects.



L. City Clerk Report
CAO Chambers announced that she attended a budgeting conference in Sequim. She thanked the
community for being patient with her while her office was short-staffed. She spoke about an
upcoming website update as the City was outgrowing its current hosting site. She mentioned that
the City was recently audited on Leasehold Excise Taxes and she was working on correcting the
findings. She announced that she was holding interviews for her new Office Assistant the following
day. She notified the Council that there was a new link on the Council’s agenda webpage where
people could access supplemental materials provided during Council meetings.

M. City Attorney’s Report
Attorney Dan Curtis applauded staff’s work on the Critical Areas Ordinance update. He spoke
about Councilor Blakeley’s concerns regarding the comments from the Department of Fish and
Wildlife and remarked that much like the comments provided during the Shoreline Master Plan, the
City could respectfully receive the comments, but did not have to fully implement them into the
plan.

N. Planner’s Report
City Planner Richard Hall mentioned that he was busy with several land use matters, a few of them
requiring pre-application meetings. He noted that he was working on some documents that would
allow the City to qualify for grant funding. He mentioned that the Planning Commission held a
meeting the week before where they reviewed the latest revisions to the zoning code noting that a
public hearing regarding the revisions would be held by the Commission in July. He stated that he
worked with CAO Chambers and Attorney Curtis to review findings from the Leasehold Excise Tax
audit. He also worked with Chief Hamilton to research archived files to locate drawings that would
provide information on fire suppression systems.

O. Fire Chief Report
Chief Hamilton remarked that she was very busy. She noted that she had been working a lot with
CAO Chambers to get caught up on things that were missed over the past few years. She expressed
relief about getting caught up with the Board of Volunteer Firefighters. She stated that she was
working on getting the Gorge Days event together. She noted that there had been a lot of people
coming to City Hall to get burn permits and reminded the public to be wary about wind speeds.

P. Old Business
1. Discussion Regarding Half Voucher Review — Continued from May 12, 2026, Meeting

Councilor Blakeley stated that he had been reviewing the half vouchers with CAO Chambers since
he became a Councilor. He remarked that the day before his meeting with her was only eight
minutes as he reviewed vouchers prior to meeting and was prepared with his questions. He
mentioned that he was working on a template that Councilors could review to determine if a bill
was standard or not. He thought that asking questions about the vouchers before the meeting was
helpful because it would take up less time during the Council meeting and allowed Councilors and
staff opportunities to catch and correct errors.

Mayor Tennison opined that this practice was a waste of time. Councilor Blakeley declared that the
Council had a duty to review the vouchers prior to approval. He declared that this process did not
take away the other Councilor’s rights to ask questions. He believed that this process would
streamline the action item.



Councilor Sabo expressed concern about uniformity of standards as the duty passed between
Councilors. She was worried that one Councilor may be more or less detailed than the next.
Councilor Blakeley responded that he planned to address that issue with a template that
Councilors could follow.

Councilor Helms expressed concerns about taking time away from CAO Chambers. She remarked
that she has a question about the vouchers, which she emailed to CAO Chambers who responded
in a timely fashion and answered her question.

Councilor Blakeley thought this practice would show that the Council was doing its due diligence
by reviewing the vouchers. Councilor Helms responded that she went through all the vouchers
prior to the meeting. Councilor Salka opined that Councilor Blakeley was making it sound like the
rest of the Councilors were not reviewing the vouchers. He pointed out that the vouchers were
provided to the Council the Friday before the meeting, so they had plenty of time to review them.

Councilor Blakeley noted that the Council is provided with the vouchers at the end of the day on
Friday and CAO Chambers is not available on Saturday or Sunday, giving the Council Monday, and
possibly Tuesday to ask questions. CAO Chambers pointed out that she is a salaried employee
with a City cell phone and noted that she checked her email on the weekends.

Mayor Tennison asked Attorney Curtis how to move forward with the item. Attorney Curtis
responded that this was just a discussion item but if a Councilor wanted to make a motion they
could.

Councilor Blakeley made a motion that the Council put a Council quarterly rotation voucher check
system into place which failed for lack of a second.

Q. NewBusiness
1. Discussion Regarding Sign Permits
2. Approval to Pay Board of Volunteer Fire Fighters (BVFF) Dues From 2022-Present

CAO Chambers stated that Chief Hamilton recently discovered that the BVFF dues had not been
paid since 2022. She stated that the BVFF agreed to waive all interest penalties if the City agreed to
bring the account to current.

Councilor Sabo clarified that the Fire Department did their part to get this paid, it was City
administration that failed to pay the dues.

On motion by Councilor Salka, seconded by Councilor Blakeley, which motion duly carried on a 4-0
vote, the Chief Administrative Officer was authorized pay all outstanding and current dues to the
Board of Volunteer Firefighters.



3. Hotel/Motel Tax Application

Councilor Blakeley asked if both applications could be approved together or if they needed to
be approved separately to which CAO Chambers responded that they could be approved
together.

Councilor Salka asked if this was a loan or if the Fire Association just got the money. Mayor
Tennison explained that the City collected tourism taxes but could only use the funds for
tourism related events.

On motion by Councilor Blakeley, seconded by Councilor Helms, which motion duly carried
on a 4-0 vote, it was ordered that the applications for City of North Bonneville Lodging Tax
funds in the amounts of $3,500 and $3,000 to the North Bonneville Fire Association be
approved.

R. Closing Public Comments

Kalista Hamilton thanked the Council for everything they did and for hiring CAO Chambers. She
thanked the community members for their support.

S. Closing Council Comments
Councilor Blakeley thanked Carol Korst for her dedication and service to the City.
Councilor Sabo thanked Carol Korst for all her hard work.
Councilor Salka had nothing to add
Councilor Helms had nothing to add.
T. Executive Session
None
U. Adjournment 8:35

Note: During any public meeting, the Council may adjourn to an executive session in accordance
with RCW 42.30.110.



