
   

 

 

 

City Council Meeting Agenda 

May 26, 2026 

7:00 p.m. 

A. Meeting Call to Order 7:00 

This meeting will be held both in-person and using a video conferencing system. Click the 

following link to join the meeting online:  

Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 253 570 667 557 24 

Passcode: Hy6Ht3Ra 

 

B. Roll Call 

 

C. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

D. Consent Agenda 

1. Approval of the May 12th minutes.  

2. Approval of the May second half vouchers.  

 

Councilor Blakeley requested that Item D.3 be pulled for discussion.  

 

Councilor Blakeley pointed out a double-entry in the voucher packet. Chief Administrative 

Officer (CAO) Taylor Chambers noted that the double-entry was a result of a system error and 

only one entry would be paid.  

 

On motion by Councilor Sabo, seconded by Councilor Salka, which motion duly carried on a 5-0 

vote, it was ordered that the May 12th Meeting minutes, and the May second half vouchers in the 

amount of $32,816.47 be approved.  

 

3. Open recruitment to fill vacant Council seat #3 with a term ending December 31, 2027. 

Staff Report 

Council Position 3 Application 

 

Councilor Blakeley spoke about the timeline for recruitment listed in the staff report, noting that 

the new Councilor would be appointed on July 14, 2026. He asked the Council to delay the 

appointment date by one meeting because there was an individual in the community whom 

Councilor Blakeley thought was well qualified who would miss the residency requirement by 

three days. Councilor Blakeley thought it was important for the Council to explore the broadest 

number of candidates for the position.  

 

CAO Chambers announced if Councilors would like to have a discussion about the item, there 

would need to be a motion on the table.  

 

Councilor Blakeley made a motion, seconded by Councilor Helms to open recruitment to fill the 

vacant Council position.  

NORTH BONNEVILLE 

CITY COUNCIL 
Mayor JB Tennison    Councilmember #3 VACANT 

Councilmember Emily Sabo   Councilmember Jeff Blakeley 

Councilmember Mary Helms   Councilmember Ted Salka 



Mayor Tennison asked for clarification on what the Council was voting on to which CAO 

Chambers explained the current motion would open recruitment utilizing the schedule listed in 

the staff report.  

 

Councilor Sabo declared she did not feel strongly either way.  

 

Councilor Helms asked if changing the date would look like the Council was playing favorites. 

Councilor Blakeley responded that he had considered that and did not think it was favoritism, 

rather that the Council would be acting in the best interest of the City to have the broadest 

candidate pool possible.  

 

Mayor Tennison opined changing the date would set the recruitment back two weeks for one 

person. Councilor Blakeley pointed out that pushing out the recruitment date would keep the 

Council well within its recruitment timeline.  

 

Councilor Salka declared that he did not want to bend the rules for one person to which 

Councilor Blakeley responded that it was not bending or modifying the rules because the Council 

got to set the rules. Councilor Salka stated it seemed like an adjustment. Councilor Blakeley 

countered that it was an adjustment to the timeline suggested by CAO Chambers. Councilor 

Salka expressed concern that changing the timeline would set a precedent to call for similar 

actions in the future and pointed out that actions of the present Council would affect future 

Councilors.   

 

Councilor Helms agreed with Councilor Salka.  

 

Councilor Blakeley asked about the voting process when there was an amendment. CAO 

Chambers informed the Council that the motion on the table was to open recruitment as 

outlined in the staff report. If Council wanted to amend the motion, there would have to be a 

motion and a second, Council would vote on the amendment, then on the initial motion. 

Councilor Blakeley asked to call for the question on the amendment. CAO Chambers asked if he 

wanted to make a motion to amend the recruitment date.  

 

On motion by Councilor Blakeley, seconded by Councilor Sabo, to amend the motion to extend 

the voting and appointment date until July 28, 2026; which motion tied on a 2-2 vote with 

Councilor Salka and Councilor Helms voting no, Mayor Tennison broke the tie with a no-vote and 

the motion duly failed.  

 

Councilor Sabo asked if the Council could extend the deadline if there were no applicants for the 

initial round, to which CAO Chambers responded yes.  

 

On motion by Councilor Blakeley, seconded by Councilor Helms, which motion duly carried on 

a 5-0 vote, it was ordered that recruitment be opened to fill the vacant Council seat #3 with a 

term ending December 31, 2027.   

 

 

 

 

 



E. Opening Public Comment 

This is the time to comment on any matter falling within the purview of the North Bonneville 

City Council. Please note, the City Council cannot take action on any item which does not 

appear on the agenda. RCW 42.17A.555 prohibits public officials and employees from using 

or authorizing the use of city facilities for the purpose of supporting or opposing any campaign 

or ballot proposition. The City therefore respectfully reiterates that public commenters are 

not authorized to make reference to such matters. 

1. Written public comment received from Mitch Patton on May 15, 2026. Subject: 

Contamination from Bradford Island PCBs.  

2. Written public comment received from Mitch Patton on May 19, 2026. Subject: Formal 

Complaint and clarification of the next action by EPA for surrounding areas at Bradford 

Island super fund cleanup site and other know dump sites for USAC 

 

There was no response to the call for public comment.  

 

F. Sheriff Report 

 

CAO Chambers announced that she did not inform Skamania County Sheriff Summer Scheyer 

that the meeting had been changed to a workshop and since Sheriff Scheyer was already 

present, she would give a report.   

 

Sheriff Scheyer thanked the volunteers who put up flags in observance of Memorial Day. She 

noted that there were several recent calls in North Bonneville, all for isolated incidents. She 

spoke about traffic issues in the area due to ongoing construction.  

 

G. Councilmember Comments 

 

Councilor Helms had nothing to add. 

 

Councilor Salka thanked Councilor Lee for her time on Council and for making the City a better 

place.  

 

Councilor Sabo stated she was looking forward to the trainings.  

 

Councilor Blakeley thanked Councilor Lee for her service outlining her dedication to the 

community. He thanked City staff for putting up flags throughout town. He mentioned the emails 

sent in by Mr. Mitch Patton and requested a discussion item be added to a future agenda to 

discuss Mr. Patton’s concerns.  

 

H. Workshop 

1. Fire Training provided by Victor Leatzaw and Fire Chief Kalista Hamilton 

 

Fire Chief Kalista Hamilton thanked Mr. Leatzaw for coming to the meeting and informed the 

Council that he was present to discuss the requirements of the fire department.   

 

Mr. Leatzaw introduced himself and provided a brief synopsis of his expertise in the Fire industry. 

He declared that he was present to help Chief Hamilton in any way he could and to answer any 

questions the Council may have. He outlined the importance of documenting and tracking 



everything regarding a municipal fire department and provided some information on different 

programs the City could access. He spoke about WSRB ratings and how they affected people’s 

home insurance premiums.  

 

2. Council Training provided by Chief Administrative Officer Taylor Chambers 

 

CAO Chambers provided a training regarding Open Public Meeting Law, the Public Records Act, 

and the Council’s Rules of Procedures.  

 

I. Adjournment 8:18 

 

Note: During any public meeting, the Council may adjourn to an executive session in accordance 

with RCW 42.30.110. 

 


